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Figure 4.5  Crude Oil and Natural Gas Exploratory Wells, 1949–2001

Note: This figure depicts exploratory wells only; see Figure 4.4 for all wells and Figure 4.6 
for development wells only.

Source:  Table 4.5.  

Exploratory Footage Drilled by Well Type
   

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000
0

20

40

60

80

M
ilio

n 
F

ee
t

Dry Holes

Crude Oil Wells
Natural Gas Wells

Dry Holes

Dry Holes

Crude Oil Wells Natural Gas Wells

Crude Oil Wells

Natural Gas Wells

Exploratory Wells Drilled by Well Type
   

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000
0

3

6

9

12

15

T
ho

u
sa

nd
 W

el
ls

 

Exploratory Wells Average Depth, All Wells
   

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000
0

2

4

6

8

T
ho

us
an

d 
F

e
et

 p
er

 W
el

l

Exploratory Wells Average Depth by Well Type
   

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000
0

2

4

6

8

10

Th
ou

sa
nd

 F
ee

t p
er

 W
el

l


